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As we come to Mark 5 this morning and think about these events in the life 

of Jesus, a lot of questions rise to the surface.  

� How did Jesus respond to those who were broken and overwhelmed 

with desperate needs? 

� How do we respond to those who are broken and needy?  

� Disruption or divine opportunity? 

� How does Jesus respond to those who have faith to trust Him? 

� Do we have faith and if so, what kind of faith to we have in Jesus? 

 

Hebrews 11:6—“Without faith it is impossible to please God…”  

So faith is essential. Without faith, you cannot have the friendship or favor of 

God. I would guess that most of you would say that you have faith; that you 

believe in God and His Word. But what kind of faith do you have? Do you 

simply have factual faith or do you also have active faith?  

 

Heb 11:6 goes on to describe two aspects of the kind of faith that pleases 

God. The first is what I am going to call factual faith—“He who comes to 

God must believe that He is….” In the context of Heb 11, this means 

believing in God as the Creator; not just that God exists, but that He is one 

and only true God. Yet there is a second aspect of faith in Hebrews 11:6—

“He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”  This is active faith; faith that 

trusts God to work in today’s circumstances. It’s the kind of faith that steps 

into the waters before they part. How far will you go? To your ankles, knees, 

waist? A lot of us believe in the sense that we don’t dispute what the Bible 

says about God and what He has done in the past, but we don’t live as though 

we are actively trusting Him. 

 

Mark 5 is meant to move us to active faith. The Holy Spirit has given Mark 

4&5 to press us to believe. Will we live as though God is the rewarder of 

those who seek Him.  

 

Jesus bestows divine favor on those who trust Him with determined faith. 

 

What we are going to discover this morning is two people who come to Jesus 

with desperate circumstances and receive his divine favor because of their 

determined faith.  

 

STEPPING INTO THE STORY 

 

Jesus is in the midst of an intense crown when He is approached by Jairus, a 

synagogue official, who falls down before Jesus begging and pleading for 

Him to come and save his daughter who is expected to die at any moment.  

 

We know what Jairus was thinking by [vs. 23]—“if only I can get Jesus to 

come soon enough, He can save her!” The first glimmer of hope is that Jesus 

agrees to go with Jairus (vs 24) only to be interrupted by another needy 

person in vs 25 (like an ambulance in a traffic jam). [vs 25-29] 

 

This woman’s life had been reduced to minimal survival [vs. 26]: 

� Physically—a hemorrhage that caused ongoing bleeding for 12 yrs 

(perhaps menstrual bleeding). She has suffered through the 

procedures of many doctors only to have her condition grow worse. 

� Financially—all her unsuccessful treatments rendered her bankrupt 

for a life of poverty. 

� Socially—it was likely that her bleeding had rendered her unclean 

forcing her to be socially withdrawn 

� Emotionally—certainly her soul was deeply discouraged by her 

suffering. 

We see her desperation and her determined faith in vs. 27-28 as she presses 

through the crowd, taking the risk of contaminating others with her 

uncleanness, thinking, “If I could just touch His garment, I will get well.”  

 

Notice that this woman’s understanding was skewed with a sense of 

superstitious magic thinking that Jesus’ clothing could heal her, yet her faith 

was real. How did God respond to her imperfect but genuine faith? With 

favor! [vs 29-34] 

 



This is the 3
rd

 miracle in a row in Mark 4 & 5 in which the response to the 

miracle was not immediate celebration, but great fear! Not only did this 

woman not want to be the center of attention in a crowd, but she also had just 

encountered the power of Almighty God. Now, like Jairus, she falls down 

before Jesus telling her whole story hoping Jesus would understand her 

desperation to touch Him even in her unclean state.  

 

How does Jesus respond? He confirms that she has been healed because God 

has honored her faith. Jesus gives her His blessing of peace—the new quality 

of life she will now enjoy.  

 

While Jesus is still speaking to this woman, Jairus receives a bitter blow. A 

messenger arrives to say, “its not use, Jairus, your daughter has died” (35). 

 

[Vs. 36] What an incredible test of faith! Jairus didn’t come with that kind of 

faith. He believed Jesus could heal her if she was still alive but he wasn’t 

prepared for the possibility that Jesus could turn death on its heels after it 

arrived.  

� Again Jairus’ faith would be tested as they approached the house & 

heard the mourners wailing.  

� Again Jairus’ faith would be tested in vs. 39 when Jesus said, “the 

child has not died, but is asleep” and everybody laughed. Jesus “was 

not saying that the girl was only comatose; He was using sleep as a 

common euphemism for death.”
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 These professional mourners has 

seen death countless times. They knew the child had physically died. 

But to Jesus death is no more threatening than a Sunday afternoon 

nap.  

 

[vs. 41-42] 

 

WALKING BY FAITH 

 

Jairus and the woman in this story couldn’t have been more different than 

each other. He’s a recognized man, a religious leader, who appears to be 

successful. She is an anonymous woman, impoverished and marginalized in 
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society. They only have two things in common: their desperate circumstances 

and their determined faith. And Jesus bestows His favor on them not because 

of who they are, but because they trusted Him against all odds.  

 

Step back for a moment and see this story in the larger context of Mark 4 & 

5. We have seen a strong theme of faith as it relates to fear. Mark is holding 

up this anonymous woman and this synagogue official as an example for 

their faith.  

� Mark 4:35-41 (storm): disciples are rebuked for their fear because of 

their lack of faith 

� Mark 5:1-20 (demoniac): Gerasenes are left in their fear because 

they rejected Jesus instead of trusting Him. 

� Mark 5:21-43 (Jairus and anonymous woman): These two receive 

God’s favor through healing because of their determined faith in 

spite of fear.  

 

God is the rewarder of those who seek Him—His favor is for those who trust 

in Him with active, determined, perseverant faith.  

 

STILL TRUSTING, WHEN GOD SAYS NO 

 

Yet we know that when God answers prayer, the answer is not always 

healing/yes. Why?  

a. Sometimes we lack God’s intervention because we don’t even ask 

(James 4:2—“You do not have because you do not ask”) 

b. Sometimes the answer is no because  we don’t truly believe (James 

1—the one who doubts should not expect to receive anything from 

the Lord) 

c. Sometimes the answer is no because we ask with wrong motives 

(James 4:3—“You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong 

motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.) In other words, our 

asking is driven by self-centered desires rather than God-centered 

desires. 

d. Sometimes the answer is no because God has other purposes He is 

seeking to accomplish in our lives which we may or may not one day 

understand. 



 

So how should we approach God with our circumstances? I would suggest 

that we should come with the humble and unwavering faith of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abed-nego when they faced the threat of death by fire because 

they wouldn’t compromise their loyalty to God. They said, “Our God whom 

we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will 

deliver us out of your hand, O king. But even if He does not, let it be known 

to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the 

golden image that you have set up."  

 

I would suggest we bring our circumstances to God with the same spirit, 

trusting Him to deliver us, but even if He sees fit to not bring immediate 

deliverance, being ready to trust Him to strengthen our perseverance through 

the trial. God won’t deliver us from every trial because they are the very 

tool He uses to stimulate our growth, as we trust Him. So we pray for God 

to intervene, all the while determined that we will honor Him with our trust 

and our worship regardless of how He answers—because we know that He is 

always working to the good of those who love and trust Him.  

 

Here’s the bottom line: All genuine faith is rewarded; but not always with a 

miracle. I find great comfort believing that God knows best what to do with 

our faith as we trust in Him, even if our request is amiss. We may ask for the 

road of deliverance, but God may grant us the road of perseverance. The road 

upon which God answers is not our choice or even our greatest concern. Our 

greatest concern must be that we are walking in God’s favor by trusting 

Him to work out His glory and our good in whatever answer He deems 

best.  

 

Illus: For example, by God’s design my mom has been on the road of 

perseverance with Multiple Sclerosis for 46 years. Up to this point He has 

chosen not to heal her from MS completely though there have been many 

gracious interventions along the way.  

 Has God been glorified? Yes! 

 Has my mom grown as a result? Yes.  

 Has the road been hard? Of course.  

 Has God been good? Definitely! 

 Has God’s grace been sufficient? Absolutely—just ask her!  

 
One thing that was encouraging to me as I pondered Mark 5, is that Jesus’ favor was 

not determined by the person’s circumstances but by their faith [vs 34, 36] which 

means that His favor is not measured by how much He changes our circumstances 

but by the genuineness of our trust in Him. In other words, God can grant you His 

favor in a way that fulfills His purposes in your life without changing your situation. 

You may still be sick, but God is growing your character, stretching your faith, 

strengthening your witness, and giving you grace to endure the trial—all for your 

ultimate joy.  

 

TRUSTING GOD with DETERMINED FAITH 

 

How do we develop and put into practice the kind of determined faith we see 

in Mark 5? Desperate circumstances don’t automatically produce determined 

faith. Let me offer 4 suggestions: 

 

1) We must know who God is (character). 

2) We must know what God has said in the Bible. Faith always begins 

with obedience to what we know God has already made clear.  

3) We must respond to our circumstances in obedience to God’s Word 

and view them in light of who God is. We must operate with 

conviction that God is bigger than our circumstances and that His 

purposes of advancing His glory and our growth in godliness to are 

of utmost significance. Are you living with the conviction that… 

a. God values our growth in character over our comfort. 

b. God values our growth in holiness over momentary 

happiness. 

c. God values our growth in godliness over our gain in 

worldliness.  

4) We determine in advance that we will trust, serve, and honor God 

regardless of what He deems is the best stewardship of our faith—

whether deliverance or perseverance.  

 

Regardless of how God responds to our requests, the only way of wisdom is 

to trust God as we walk by faith.  

 

True wisdom is never void of faith. Those who are wise understand that God never 

blesses the absence of faith. True wisdom and true faith are never opposed to one 

another. Wisdom is believing what God has already said and done, and applying it to 

our lives, trusting God to be faithful yet once again. True wisdom trusts in God and 

true faith acknowledges that God’s wisdom is higher than our own and trusts God to 

do what is best with our trust in Him.  


